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FEATURE

Screaming, followed by
yelling, followed by shrieks of
excitement…it was time.  Time
for our family trip to Florida,
and we were all packing in the
van.  About an hour into our 20
hour trip, my dad pulled out a
CD and told us that we had to
listen to the whole thing, and we
weren’t allowed to take it out of
the player until it was over.  As
in when the fat lady sings over.  I
glanced at my mom with a look
of  “it’s a polka CD, why would
we even DREAM of  taking it
out of  the player?”

Well, that thought quickly flew
out the window and was
followed by screaming, yelling,
and shrieks of  dismay.  What
was that nonsense my dad was
exposing me to?  Was he
kidding?  And it’s only the first
song! Oy vay.  I politely asked
him to change the song, oh
please daddy go to the next
song.  Then I aggressively told
him to go to the next song!
Ugh!  Needless to say, I actually
enjoyed the very last song on the
CD.  Maybe it was because I
thought that was going to be the
end of  it for the rest of  the trip.
But, no. After a quick restroom
break, my dad hit REPEAT and
it started all over again.  My
dad’s words?  You’ll actually like
the CD this time through.

To be honest, I didn’t.  I still
hated the music.  It was the
third time through and the
fourth time through and the
100th time through that I
LOVED IT.  I just thought
“wow, how did this sudden
change happen?”  After the

Artistically Challenged: The day I “Got It”

Above is the cover of  FreezeDried’s first CD, “Artistically
Challenged”. The back of  the CD is shown below. Dolores
Schafer wrote in the liner notes, “The group knows they might
offend the ‘Polka Purists’, but they don’t mean to.  Instead of
worrying about the future of  polkas, they are trying to bring
the happy music to more people.

Florida trip, I “got it.”  I
understood the music and
started to appreciate the
musical talent that was being
presented before me.

Rather quickly I found out
that this band was playing in
Frankenmuth in August, 2001
and we booked a hotel.  Their
on stage presence was
phenomenal.  The chemistry
present in the band was
unexplainable, and the first CD,
Artistically Challenged, couldn’t
even hold a torch to the musical
energy that rolled off  the stage.
The music hooked me like my
first ice cream cone.

Now I can not even fathom
not making the trip for
FreezeDried dance.  It’s become
such an integral part of  my life
that it is almost more common
for me to travel to a
FreezeDried dance than attend
class.  Cleveland, Buffalo,
Chicago, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Dells… you name it, and I’m
there.  And all because I “got it”
on the way home from Florida.

I pity the poor polka fan who
still does not “get it,” as
FreezeDried’s onstage energy
either draws you into the center
of  the party or drives you out
of the room.  No one will
contest the raw musical talent at
a live performance, but the
polka purist will argue against
the bold moves Freeze Dried
makes to fuse other genres of
music into the polka mix, which
is why some people still do not
“get it.” If  I were to be Miss
America, my dream would not
for be world peace, it would be
for everyone to “get it,” raise
their glasses high and say,
“Freeze Drowie!”FRFRFRFRFR

by Dziewczyna Zabawa
Taneczna

On the Cover:
Our friend, Tenisha, wearing one of the fun FreezeDried designs
available from our store.  Order a shirt just in time for USPA at:
http://www.fdried.com/store.php
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ALBUM INFO

Top 10 CDs
list courtesy of: http://www.jimmykpolkas.com

March 1-31, 2007

1 Tribute to Li’l Wally
Eddie Guca (Independent)

2 It's Happiness
(DVD Documentary)
Stun Productions

3 Polish Tunes
Jimmy Kilian (Chicago Polkas)

4 Batteries Not Included
Eddie Blazonczyk's Versatones

5 Four Six Packs of Polkas
Various Artists (Chicago Polkas)

6 Musically Legal
Live Wire (Independent)

7 Memories For My Dad
Ray Machusky (Independent)

8 Polkas Gone Wild
Stas’ Bulanda & Old School Review
(Chicago Polkas)

9 New Sound By The Best
Around
Li’l Wally Jagiello (Jay Jay)

10 Tournament
Crusade (Independent)

Honorable Mention
Polkas From The Tavern (Jerry Darlak & the Touch)
Fear of Rubber Cushions (Freeze Dried).
As Sweet As Candy (Lenny Gomulka & Chicago Push)
Sing With Me #3 (Li’l Wally)

Batteries Not
Included -

by Eddie Blazonczyk’s
Versatones

Album Tracks:

• Ride, Ride, Ride
• The Wife You

Save
• Good Old Days
• My Misery
• Chlopak
• When I Look

Into Her Eyes
• Oh How I Miss

You
• Promises
• In The Oak

Grove
• The Reason For

Your Smile
• Sweet Sixteen
• Change Of Heart
• No, No, Never

FreezeDried on MySpace

On Page 4 ...
This year’s USPA Convention will be the one year

anniversary since FreezeDried’s third CD, “Fear of
Rubber Cushions” (FORC) was released.  That CD was
the first FreezeDried release to include multimedia that
can be experienced on a PC computer.

The lyric sheet on page 4 was taken directly from that
CD.  Every lyric from “Fear of  Rubber Cushions” can be
found on the multimedia portion.FRFRFRFRFR Give the Gift Of Music

In April, FreezeDried created a MySpace account.  This
was driven few a few fans who requested FreezeDried join
this popular online networking site. You can listen to four of
FreezeDried’s originals. We’ll be updating a blog and posting
some various photos that have that never made it to our
photo page. It is now the best source for where FreezeDried
is playing.

Come on in and take a look, and if  you have a MySpace
account, please “Add Us As A Friend” ... or feel free to
create your own account and be a FreezeDried friend.

Currently, FreezeDried has over 520 friends on MySpace.
Our MySpace link is:
http://www.myspace.com/freezedriedband FRFRFRFRFR

See the Icicles in 2007
FreezeDried’s popular backup singers, “The Icicles” will

be performing at many gigs in 2007. Your first opportunity
to catch them will be at the USPA Convention on May 26.
Then on August 11 at the Summer Music Fest in
Frankenmuth, the Icicles will be again performing.  This was
the location of their debut in 2006.

Two weekends later, FreezeDried and the Icicles will be
performing at the Minnesota State Fair on August 25 and 26.
Get ready for some great fun with FreezeDried and the
Icicles this summer.FRFRFRFRFR

Copper Box band to be

FreezeDried’s own John Krawisz and Mike Maduzia (and
Aunt Judy), along with FD’s promoter, Jeff  Veverka went to
hear the retro rock polka band Copper Box on April 20 at a
restaurant/bar called Piece in downtown Chicago.  During
their break, Jeff  did a short interview with the band’s leader,
Danny Jerabek. Stay tuned to the FreezeDried website for
FreezeCast 15 and the interview.  A few Copper Box songs
will also be heard on the FreezeCast including a brand new
song that was debuted at that gig that evening.

Copper Box, has a very good following that extends
beyond the polka field. Check them out at:
http://www.copperboxsite.com and/or
http://www.myspace.com/copperboxband FRFRFRFRFR

heard on FreezeCast 15
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