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FreezeDried plays final Berghoff  gig

Johnny K and Joey jammin’ a tune at Berghoff ’s.

On Saturday, February 18,
2006, FreezeDried performed
at the annual Willard
Residential College Polka Party.
The Willard group is from
Northwestern University in
Evanston, Illinois.

Once they hit winter, some
Willardites can become lonely
and depressed. So what better
way to lift their spirits than by
oom-pa-ing their worries away -
good old fashioned Polish food,
polka, and (of  course, cause it's
Willard) fun! And could there
be a better place for polka than
Chicago!? Polka Party is
traditionally planned by
Willard's Academic Chairs.

The party was held at
Berghoff ’s Tavern in downtown
Chicago. This was the last
performance by any band at the
famed Chicago restaurant.

FreezeDried has supplied the
polka music for this annual
private party for three years.

 FreezeDried started the
evening with the most well-
known polka tune “Roll Out
The Barrel”. They then
continued to a more
FreezeDried style with all their

Members of  the Willard Residential College dance the night
away at Berghoff ’s final party.

Berghoff  History
Herman Joseph Berghoff

opened the Berghoff Cafe in
1898 to showcase his
celebrated Dortmunder-style
beer. Originally located at the
corner of  State and Adams
streets, one door down from
its present location, the bar
sold beer for a nickel and
offered sandwiches for free.

Herman Berghoff, 70, and
his wife Jan Berghoff, 68 are
the third generation of
Berghoffs to run the
restaurant. Herman began
working for his grandfather’s
restaurant in 1952. In 1986, he
and Jan purchased the
restaurant outright.

“We share the sadness that
many feel about the closing of
the restaurant,” said Mr.
Berghoff. “It’s been an honor
to be part of  the fabric of
Chicago, but after being in the
business for over a half
century, Jan and I feel that
now is the right time to start a
new chapter in our lives.”

The Berghoff  Restaurant,
Berghoff  Cafe, and Berghoff
Bar, located at 17 West Adams

Street in Chicago, closed
February 28, 2006.

Three other facilities will
continue their normal
operations. The Berghoff
Cafe, located at O’Hare
International Airport will not
be affected by the closure.

“Travelers will still be able
to enjoy hand-carved
sandwiches, salads and other
Berghoff traditions at the
O’Hare location,” said
Herman.

The 17 West Adams
building will be leased to
Artistic Events by Carlyn
Berghoff Catering, a 20-year
old catering company run by
the daughter of  Herman and
Jan. Artistic Events also has
purchased the assets of  the
restaurant. Artistic Events is a
$5 million company that
provides special events
planning and catering services
throughout the Chicago area.

“We’re proud that our
daughter has achieved success
outside of the family
business,” said Herman. “She’s
a great Berghoff.” FR

FEATURE

popular songs from their first
two albums. The crowd kept
singing “Lean On Me” even
after the song was over.

At one time during the
evening, a Willard student
requested a Sublime song. Joey
Derus immediately took the
challenge and chose “What I
Got” which he sung to
completion with FD backup.

There was costume contests
for the party.  The theme of  the
costumes seemed to be, “as
crazy as possible”. There was
certainly no lack of  craziness
there.  There was also a contest
for best polka dancers. With
this group, polkaing was not
really the point. But having fun
was.  The winning couple were
very ... shall we say, “Creative.”

FreezeDried performed
some standard wedding party
type songs such as the Chicken
Dance and the Hokey Pokey.
FreezeDried’s renditions were
fitting to the crowd.

FreezeDried wishes the best
to the Berghoff  family, their
restaurants, and all their
employees. FreezeDrowie. FR
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ALBUM INFO

Top 10 Albums
list courtesy of: www.jimmykpolkas.com

PAST MONTH
(January 14 - February 13,  2006)

1 The Three Tenors
Performing Polish Songs
Bulanda, Jaworski, Gula
(Chicago Polkas)

2 The Final Touch
Touch of Chicago (Independent)

3 Live: Stas' Golonka
(First Time on List)
Stas' Golonka (Independent)

4 Unfinished Business
(Up From #5)
Dynabrass (Independent)

5 Here's A Good One
Polish Kid - Don Cialkoszewski
(Independent)

6 Best of Steljo Volume 2
Ray Henry (Steljo)

7 Charmed & Dangerous
(Up From #8)
Charm City Sound (Independent)

8 Go With The Flow
Polka Music Sound (Independent)

9 Time Out For Polkas
(Up From #10)
Walter Ostanek & Ron Sluga
(Sunshine)

10 Under The Influence
Eddie Blazonczyk's Versatones
(Belaire)

Honorable Mention
Going Out In Style (Robin Pegg)
2 CD Collector Set (Mrozinski Brothers)
Ray Jay Strikes Again (Ray Jay & the Carousels)
MIS-TRE Together Again (Miskulin & Trebar)

Live: Stas’
Golonka

Album Tracks:

• Introduction by
Tommy Kula

• Life Together Polka
• Take Me Back

Polka
• Walk Through This

World With Me
Waltz

• Wanda's Polka
• I Don't Want To

Marry Oberek
• Sat On A Cow

Polka
• Young Love Waltz
• Walking With Mary

Polka
• Up & Down Polka
• One Heart Waltz
• Leaving For The

Front Polka
• Our Mary Waltz
• Seven Days &

Nights Polka
• Army Polka
• Lucky Stop Waltz
• Oh Marie
• Closing Medley:

Do I Love You
Grey Pigeon
Thanks For A
     Wonderful
     Evening
Forget Me Never
    Polka

Do You Really
Know ‘Deliberate
Confusion’?

So you think you know the
FreezeDried album, “Deliberate
Confusion” inside and out.
Well, let's take a look at the
album cover and see if  you
know everything.

First off, the box used as the
background graphic is actually a
box used in the making of
“Deliberate Confusion”.  At
some time during the recording,
the hard drive that was
recording the tracks was
corrupted. After sending the
hard drive out to be repaired,
this is the box that was used for
return shipping. The numbers
6061, 01/03 & 108907 were
actually printed on the box.
But after that the rest of the
design was all tweaked.

The “FreezeDried” text was
actually marked on a piece of
cardboard box. It was
superimposed onto the graphic.
The text inside the “Deliberate
Confusion” circle is all made
up. The text is similar to what
you may find on a shipping box.
It is obvious that the word
“Confusion” is backwards, but
did you also notice the
following:
• Release Year: 2003 in the

month of  July
• Recording Hours: 204 per

musician (this was a made-up
number).

• Musicians: 6 plus 1
drummer

• Tracks: 13 to enjoy
The back of  the album has

some more interesting items to
note. First, did you notice,
“Smyczek”? Where have you
seen that word before? We're
not telling. Hopefully you can
figure it out. The songs are

obviously listed in reverse
order. Did that confuse you the
first time you listened to the
album? “LOT #” of course
refers to the track number.
“ITEM DESCRIPTION” is
the name of the song, while
“SIZE” is duration of  the song.

“SPEED” describes the type
of  song it is. “S” refers to Ska;
“P” for Polka; and “O” for
Oberek. One of the songs is
actually noted incorrectly.  Can
you figure out which one?

The “APPROVAL” refers to
the lead singer for each song.
Most of those are probably
obvious, but what about,
“MSOTS” and “NSOTS”.  It is
rather simple. “MSOTS” refers
to Many Singers On This Song.
“NSOTS” refers to No Singers
On This Song.

On the back of  the cover
insert are two stickers, “Non-
Flammable Gas” and “Heavy”.
The stickers were simply found
to be amusing. Feel free to
come to your own conclusion
on any symbolism they may
have. The number “293” on the
Heavy sticker was just randomly
selected.

The inside cover has no
hidden secrets, but of  note,
Jimmy's mini-area of  the photo
is actually shifted to fit that
location. Before this shift, his
head was actually under the
tape.

The CD label is a reel-to-reel
supplied by an uncle of  one of
the musicians.  It is interesting
to note that unlike many
albums recorded in the past on
tape, this one was not.  Perhaps
the tape reference shown was
put there to “Deliberately
Confuse” you.FR
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Is

playing your event?
Email us a high-quality copy

of your function
and we’ll advertise it here in:

email us at: promotions@fdried.com
FYI ... Items overheard at a FreezeDried practice

regarding plans for 2006 can’t be shared ... at least not yet!

Checkout New Phaze

Based in the Chicagoland
area, New Phaze began
rehearsing in the Fall of  2005.
The members consist of
veteran musicians including;
Tim Okrzesik on drums and
vocals, Tony Blazonczyk on
bass and vocals, Steve Rodgers
on accordion, Tim Jagodzinski
on concertina, Joe Czmiel on
trumpet and vocals, Ed
Wolinski on trumpet and
vocals.

The band is currently
planning a recording session for
a demo CD and will follow up
with a full CD in the near
future.

They will be performing on
March 26, 2006 from 2 - 6 PM
at Polonia Banquets, 4604 S.
Archer, Chicago, Ill. and on July
16, 2006 from 1 - 5 PM at
PACF Farm and Grove, 18600
E Glenwood-Thornton Rd
(Vincennes Ave), Glenwood, Ill.

Their website: http://
www.newphaze.net has photos
and music demos of:
“Clubhouse Polka” and  “Let
Me Hold You In My Arms
Again”. They also have a really
cool link with classic MP3s of
some of  your favorite polka
hits. Check out their
FLASHBACK link.FR

38th Annual

Festival & Convention

3 Days of Polka Music

MAY 26-27-28
Memorial Day Weekend - 2006

Polka Family Band

Freeze Dried

Henny & The Versa J’s featuring Ryan

Polka Country Musicians

Gerry Kaminski’s Merry Maker’s

Change of Pace

Dyna Brass

Crusade featuring Eddie Biegaj

Lenny Gomulka & Chicago Push

John Stevens’ Doubleshot

Ampol Aires

The Knewz

The New Generation from WI

P    l k a


